
Public Notice 
(Official Publication) 

Notice of Public Hearings 
Riley-Purgatory-Bluff Creek Watershed District 

Spring Road Conservation  Project 
 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Board of Managers of the Riley-Purgatory-Bluff 
Creek Watershed District (RPBCWD) will hold a public hearing to consider adopting the 
proposed Spring Road Conservation Project plan amendment pursuant to Minnesota 
Statutes section 103B.231 and Minnesota Rules Chapter 8410; and thereafter hold a 
public hearing on the proposed project for the purpose of receiving comments to 
determine whether to order the proposed Spring Road Conservation Project pursuant to 
Minnesota Statutes section 103B.251. 
 
The hearings will be held on Thursday, November 16, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. at District 
Office, 18681 Lake Drive East, Chanhassen, MN.  A hybrid option will be available 
using interactive technology. A link to this option will be available on the district 
website: rpbcwd.org. 
 
The District has undertaken months of deliberation to consider an unanticipated 
opportunity to acquire three contiguous parcels on Spring Road in Eden Prairie for 
conservation purposes.  The District’s acquisition of the Spring Road properties will 
complete a contiguous corridor following Riley Creek from Lake Riley to the Minnesota 
River; the District has identified a series of location, topography, ecological and other 
benefits for the watershed through conservation of this site. 
 
The District proposes to purchase the Spring Road properties for $5,775,000.  The 
District estimates that consultant and legal costs will be approximately an additional 
$75,000.  The District is exploring a potential $500,000 contribution toward the 
acquisition from Hennepin County and the Minnesota Land Trust.  In coming years, 
RPBCWD will assess the viability and determine the likely costs of habitat restoration, 
potential trail connection, and an interpretive center will be studied.  The District intends 
to certify the costs of this project and enter into a cooperative financing agreement with 
Hennepin County, whereby the costs of the project will be paid over a term of 20 years 
through the District’s ad valorem tax levy authorized by Minnesota Statutes section 
103B.241 on all properties in the District in Hennepin County and Carver County.  
Approximately 77% of this levy will be paid by properties in Hennepin County, and 23% 
paid by properties in Carver County.   
 
All interested persons are invited to appear at the public hearings to offer comments 
and ask questions in order to advise the board of managers on whether to adopt the 
proposed plan amendment and to order the proposed project.    
 
Further information, including a full copy of the proposed plan amendment, is available 
by contacting the District Administrator, Terry Jeffery, tjeffery@rpbcwd.org, or 952-607-
6512 ext.1, or by visiting the District website: www.rpbcwd.org.  

mailto:tjeffery@rpbcwd.org
http://www.rpbcwd.org/


 
 
Dated:    October 4, 2023 
 

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

Dorothy Pedersen, Secretary 
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